Congress of the Enited States
PHouge of Vepregentatives
Washington, BE 20515

April 11, 2003

The Honorable Ralph Regula, Chairman

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
House Appropriations Committee

2358 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable David Obey, Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
House Appropriations Committee

2314 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula and Ranking Member Obey:

.On behalf of the over 2.3 million Americans with epilepsy, we are
writing to urge your support for increased federal funding for epilepsy
research and programs, as well as for research towards the discovery of
a cure at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA).

More than 50 million people worldwide have been diagnosed with
epilepsy. Of the more than 2.3 million Americans who are affected,
almost two million report limited or no relief from the existing
treatments. The severe effects of epilepsy in childhood can cause
developmental delays and brain damage, which may lead to a lifetime of
dependency and accruing costs - both to the individual and society.
The national economic impact of epilepsy exceeds an estimated $12.5
billion annually.

We have strongly supported epilepsy funding in the past and would
now encourage the intensification of that commitment by increasing
current funding levels. We urge you to join us in making epilepsy
research a national health care priority by supporting a $1.65 billion
funding level for the Natiomal Institute of Neurological Disorders and
Stroke.

Additionally, we need to address the major challenges faced by
those currently diagnosed with epilepsy. The Children’s Health Act of
2000, which expanded the epilepsy program at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and created a new epilepsy program in the Health
Resources and Services Administration, can help to address those needs.
We urge ycur support for $12.5 million, a $5 million increase, for the
epilepsy program at the CDC and an initial $3 million investment in
demonstration projects to improve access to health care for people with
epilepsy at the HRSA.












